ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA

Eligible applicants are individuals, institutions of higher education, other nonprofits, commercial
organizations, international organizations, foreign governments, organizations under the
jurisdiction of foreign governments, and state, local and Indian tribal governments. Federal
agencies, or employees of Federal agencies are not eligible to apply.

The Department of Commerce/ National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(DOC/NOAA) is strongly committed to broadening the participation of historically black
colleges and universities, Hispanic serving institutions, tribal colleges and universities, and
institutions that work in undeserved areas. The RWRGP encourages proposals involving any of
the above institutions.

NOAA/NMEFS employees (whether full-time, part-time, or intermittent) are not allowed to help
in the preparation of applications. NMFS staff are available to provide information regarding
statistics on right whales, programmatic goals and objectives, ongoing marine mammal
programs, Regional funding priorities, and, along with other Federal Program Officers, can
provide information on application procedures and completion of required forms. Since this is
a competitive program, NMFS and NOAA employees shall not provide assistance in
conceptualizing, developing, or structuring applications, or write letters of support for any
application. However, for activities that involve collaboration with current NMFS programs on
North Atlantic right whales, employees of NMFS can write a letter verifying that they are
collaborating with the project. Federal employee travel and salaries are not allowable costs under
this program.
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